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Ideals and Realities of Law Schools in Japan:
Artificial Barriers to the Development of Law Education

Masahiro TANAKA™

In April 2004, a new system of professional Japanese law schools that focused mainly on the training of
those in the legal profession (a generic term for the judge, public prosecutors, and lawyers) was introduced.
The introduction of this new system has been regarded as a drastic reform in the legal training system since
the end of the Second World War. Unfortunately, however, various problems have arisen within merely a few
years of the introduction of the law school system.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a comprehensive description of these problems. It presents the
following argument. As a result of the conflicts between the ideals and realities of law schools, many
institutions that initially attempted to follow ideal plans for these schools are now threatened by the crises
of their own existence. This conflict originates from the various tactics that are being employed to protect
the vested interests of the existing law faculties, especially those at elite universities that are involved in the
training of legal professionals.

This paper is divided into the following three sections: (1) the old legal training systems, (2) the ideals and
realities of law schools, and (3) the conclusion as well as a suggestion to eliminate the artificial barriers to the

development of law education.
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