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Summary

Multicultural Co-living in the Japanese local societies: A case study of Tsukuba City

After the revision of the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act in 1990,
the number of foreign nationals in Japan has been increasing and diversified. Thus, the
necessity of developing the environment of Multicultural Co-living, widely known as
“Tabunka-kyosei”, has been one of the biggest topics in this society for decades. Prior
to Central government of Japan, Multicultural Co-living began primarily as grass-roots
initiatives by local societies, where foreign residents had settled. As for the status of
Multicultural Co-living, about half of local governments in Japan have formulated and
published plans or guidelines for its promotion, and such things as cultural exchange
program, multilingualization of information and livelihood supports are being
implemented. However, challenges such as securing financial resources, difficulties in
communication, and a lack of human resources who can address these challenges have
been raised in the survey conducted by the government of Japan. Besides, those
initiatives and polices regarding Multicultural Co-living are specifically tailored in
accordance with the conditions, which are becoming increasingly diverse, and needs of
the foreign residents, those challenges faced in local societies vary. Also, those
challenges are faced not only by local governments but also by various actors like
regional internationalization association, employers of local businesses, civic sectors
like volunteers, religious groups and ethnic groups. Those actors complementary
provide necessary support for foreign residents in local societies creating multilayered
supporting system. Additionally, rules, policies, leaders and council members
affirmatively promoting Multicultural Co-living also play important roles in advancing
the process.

This article examines the concept of Multicultural Co-living in Tsukuba City, Ibaraki
prefecture. Tsukuba City is home to foreign residents who make up 5% of its population,

including foreign researchers and students. In Tsukuba City, its municipality,
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international association, University of Tsukuba and Japanese language volunteer

groups promote Multicultural Co-living by providing supports for foreign residents. In

addition, in the city’s 2" edition of Basic guidelines for Globalization, the goal of

creating the “a global city that is livable for all, regardless of nationalities and ethnicities”
which is seemingly close to the concept of Multicultural Co-living. Also, the mayor and

the council members of Tsukuba City have been showing proactivity in advancing

efforts to solve issues related to foreign residents and Multicultural Co-living. However,

like other local governments in Japan, no significant practice and efforts in improving

social participation of foreign residents or addressing the majority status of Japanese

residents were observed.

Concludingly, in the near future, as this society gets more diversified with increasing
number of foreign residents, it would be crucial for individuals from different cultural
and social backgrounds to overcome their differences and recognize each other as the
members of the same social communities. In this context, the philosophy of
Multicultural Co-living which embraces the co-creation and social inclusion, and views
diversity as the power becomes meaningfully important than ever. In order to realize
the multicultural Co-living in Japan, it is necessary to establish the laws which clearly
states and strongly promotes Multicultural Co-living with people of diverse cultural and
social backgrounds including foreign residents to ensure integrity with immigration
policies and consistency between the national government and local societies. Also, in
the process of this community building, it is indispensable that neither side require the
changes from other, meaning both Japanese residents and foreign residents need to
make efforts mutually. By involving Japanese residents more with the initiatives and
creating opportunities to share not only cultures but also values, emotions and
perspectives through dialogue and interaction, Japanese residents are likely to explore
their process of reconsidering social privilege and foreign residents are likely gain social

connections.
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