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Summary

Reconsideration of the Adoption Mediation System
-Referring to the Cases of Private Organizations-

The aim of this thesis is to make a proposal for the mediation system from the viewpoint of
promoting special adoptions. In Chapter 2, the history and challenges of special adoption are
summarized and characterized in comparison with the United States, South Korea, and China.
Unlike the other three countries, the establishment of the special adoption system in Japan was
triggered by the exposure of illegal mediation. Furthermore, it was noted that there was a
"twist" between the philosophy of the special adoption system and the inner workings of its
design. Chapter 3 reviewed the laws and challenges of the adoption mediation system.
Although the Private Organization Mediation Law has been enacted, the details of mediation
services have not been defined, which has caused problems. Chapter 4 shows the results of my
field work at a private organization "Baby-Pocket". The problems faced by the private
organization were cooperation with child guidance centers and hospitals, lack of support from
the government, and lack of adoptive parents. And as problems that burden adoptive parents,
there were the requirements for adoptive parents stipulated by the Civil Code and the
requirement for consent of birth parents.

Based on above, it is considered that the "twist" induced by social consciousness in the
special adoption system still exists in a different form and causes problems in the mediation
field. In other words, the " twist" needs to be resolved in order that the special adoption system
can fully fulfill its function as a welfare system. In conclusion, it is proposed to establish a
system of cooperation between private organizations and other organizations and to make it
mandatory for government agencies to provide support to private organizations, as well as

activities to promote society's understanding of adoption and women with unwanted pregnancy.
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