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Summary

Ethical fashion as a counterculture

The aim of this thesis is to examine the development of ethical fashion in Japan
and its potential, and to consider the essence of ethical fashion.

Ethical fashion is spreading in developed western countries, but awareness of it
in Japan is still low, and many major companies and brands have only just begun
their efforts. This paper first analyzes how companies communicate their ethical
activities and their awareness of ethical fashion in terms of environmental and
social considerations. In addition, by clarifying the difficulty of coexistence
between contemporary fashion culture and ethical consumption, we pointed out
the contradiction of ethical fashion as presented by companies. Based on the
above, this paper positioned that alternative fashion that does not depend on huge
capital and corporations as "true" ethical fashion, and discussed its essence by

interpreting it as a counterculture, citing examples.
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