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Summary

How to Perceive Art Using Work Commentary

— Focusing on Institutional Beauty and Receptive Beauty —

The aim of this thesis is to clarify how to perceive art using work commentary focusing on
institutional beauty and receptive beauty. Institutional beauty is based on institutional theory.
This theory advocated by George Dickie is that social institutions such as an art museum or
university provide the appreciator the work fine for him or her [Dickie 1974:34]. In addition,
Pierre Bourdieu includes this theory the sense of beauty or the aesthetic value made in society
[Bourdieu 1988:175-191]. In short, institutional beauty is the beauty constructed by society.
On the other hand, receptive beauty is based on reception theory. According to Jauss and Eco,
the meaning of a work of art changes depending on appreciator’s sensitivity [Jauss 1976:5;
Eco 1984:36]. Based on the above, how do institutional beauty and receptive beauty overlap
each other? How do they mix and make the way of perceiving art? The purpose of this thesis
is to answer these questions using commentary on work of art. Work commentary is suitable
for this research because institutional beauty and receptive beauty is complexly mixed on it. It
is institutional because it is published in public, however, it is also receptive because the writer
outputs her own idea based on her sensitivity. So, work commentary clears up how two beauties
overlap each other.

What I have found out from the existing literature are both difference and common parts of
these two beauties. Regarding the difference of them, the strength of rules for aesthetic
evaluation, the amount of required cultural capital and social correctness of beauty separate
two beauties. On the other hand, receptive beauty by the author transfers to institutional beauty
by an intermediate person such as an art critic and an art dealer. In other words, a work of art
can be both institutional beauty and receptive beauty. Therefore, institutional beauty is

different from receptive beauty conceptually, however, at the same time, these two beauties
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overlap each other.

In addition, I researched how art writing comes into existence to analyze work commentary.
In the first place, the writer has to choose an interpretation from a lot of supposed one and has
to write the reason why the interpretation makes sense. In other words, the writer has to
demonstrate correctness of the interpretation. In the demonstration, the writer’s interpretation
which represents receptive beauty, is justified by visual characteristics, theme and cultural or
social background. Then, some criteria for aesthetic evaluation may exist in those elements.
Therefore, I have considered that I can discover how institutional beauty and receptive beauty
overlap each other if I focus on a connection between some interpretation and its reasons.

Based on the above, I have analyzed how writers’ interpretation and its reason connect and
how institutional beauty and receptive beauty overlap each other, using work commentary of
Pola Museum of Art. As a result, receptive beauty arises when appreciator’s viewpoint
connects with institutional beauty which is rule for aesthetic evaluation. This change to
receptive beauty is like “chemical reaction” because receptive beauty changes into various
shapes through interaction between rules for aesthetic evaluation and appreciator’s viewpoint.
The state of rules is always not the same because the amount of information for evaluating
work is not constant, and sometimes rules is fleshed out. That is, rules are movable. On the
other hand, appreciator’s viewpoint moves greatly when she gets an original idea by her own
sensitivity. However, appreciator’s viewpoint doesn’t move at all when she believes the idea
by rules strongly. So, appreciator’s viewpoint moves from 0 to infinity. Therefore, receptive
beauty varies by “motion” of rules for aesthetic evaluation and appreciator’s viewpoint. In
addition, I have got another idea about “chemical reaction”. Receptive beauty by “chemical
reaction” changes to institutional beauty because of tools for communication such as
commentary or conversation, and this institutional beauty will be an element for others to
develop another receptive beauty. That is how beauty has nested connection. By “chemical
reaction” with “motion” and “nested connection”, institutional beauty and receptive beauty

overlap each other. In this way, the way of perceiving art is formed.
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