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Summary

Involvement in the issue of the Hansen’s disease
discrimination
-From the perspective of young people's narratives and

involvement-

The purpose of this paper is how young people have been involving in the issue of Hansen’s
disease discrimination and what they have learned. In this paper, based on previous research
on the theory of parties, I consider the survey targets as a person who has " parties as concerned
persons" in the issue.

The situation surrounding the Hansen’s disease is changing every minute. Hansen's disease
patients and people affected by it have been subjected to state repression and social prejudice
and discrimination due to the isolationist policies and associated movements. The Leprosy
Prevention Law, which had made them suffer for about 90 years, was abolished in 1996. Then,
the lawsuit by Hansen’s disease survivors in 1998 and that by their family in 2019 clearly
certified the unconstitutionality of the state's policy for Hansen’s disease. Since then, the issue
of Hansen's disease discrimination has been discussed as a social problem.

The lawsuit by Hansen’s disease survivors also provided an opportunity for them to assert
their narratives of "harm" under Hansen's disease policies. However, their lives cannot be
placed solely in the context of " harm" caused by leprosy policy. Based on this understanding,
research is now focusing on the diverse narratives of people affected by leprosy.

However, when considering the issue of Hansen's disease discrimination as a social problem,
the existence of non-participants is also an important factor in its solving. This paper
formulates the question based on this recognition.

I interviewed six people to clarify the research question. Then, it was discovered that they
established their own involvement through a series of processes: (1) indifference, (2) sharing
their daily lives with Hansen’s disease survivors, and (3) interaction among themselves. |

concluded that to solve the issue of Hansen’s disease discrimination, it is important to expand
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this process and increase the number of people who have " parties as concerned persons” in

the issue.
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