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Summary

Consideration of Higher Education for the Next Generation in Japan

The thesis aims to consider the new educational reform for the next generation in Japan
by comparing online and face-to-face classes.

Novel coronavirus infection disease (COVID-19) was confirmed for the first time in
Wuhan City, in China in December 2019. At some universities, staffs and students were not
allowed to enter the campus and the use of campus facilities was restricted because of the
COVID-19. As a result, many universities have made transition to online classes from face-to-
face classes. While many universities have encountered various problems such as "instability
of the students' Internet environment" and "instability of the university's system" in response
to this first attempt to go fully online, it is also an opportunity to expand distance education at
a rapid pace. From the information above, the thesis discusses the value and potential of online
education in Japanese higher education, especially in universities, having the fact that many
universities in Japan are becoming familiar with online classes due to the development of ICT
and the COVID-19.

ICT has the functions of supporting and guiding classes to make them more effective,
systematizing educational management, and contributing to society by spreading perspectives
and culture through the Internet. Based on the various functions of ICT, the author conducted
a questionnaire to 9 students to find out other functions of ICT. After having the interviews,
features that allow for greater flexibility in time, place, and method of learning, as well as
access features that bring the students closer emotionally to their professors and teachers were
identified as new features.

A new possibility for education in the future is to combine online and face-to-face classes.
By combining rational online classes with face-to-face classes that provide opportunities for
person-to-person interaction, students will be able to learn more efficiently and increase their
versatility to work in a wide range of fields when they enter society. By figuring out what is

best for face-to-face and what is best for online, a new educational reform can be found.
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