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Summary

The change of representations about pension in Japan
~In the case study of “the problem of 20 million yen”~

Since the pension system has been introduced in Japan in 1940s, a number of problems
related with the system have occurred. These days, the increase of the number of uninsured
people, fiscal deficit of the pension system, aging population, and the increase of insurance
fee of pension have been the center of discussions. Especially, in June 3" of 2019, Financial
Services Agency in Japan published a report, “formation and management of asset in aging
society”, which described “In the life after retirement, it is necessary to withdraw 13 million
yen in 20 years, and 20 million yen in 30 years from financial assets”. However, Deputy
Prime minister, and Minister of finance Aso proposed that the cabinet would not receive it,
which means they did not admire the research in the report. Afterwards, Japanese media
made a lot of discussions on this topic, which had an impact on House of Councilors election
in July. As a result, a series of this events became to be called “the problem of 20 million
yen”.

But, the report just tried to recommend people creating assets by investment from a young
age. In other words, it can be predicted that some values of people or media caused the
difference between the discourse of “the problem of 20 million yen” and the actual point of
the report.

Therefore, | researched the values of people in these days by analyzing the letters about
“problems about pension system” posted in newspapers. Concretely, | analyzed the letters
from January 1%t of 2007 to January 1%t of 2009, and the ones from January 1%t of 2017 to
November 30th of 2019. Also, | analyzed manifests of main parties in Japan which were
published in the period of assembly elections in 2007, 2009 and 2019.

As a way of analysis, | adopted the theory of Content analysis while using a tool named

“KH Coder”.
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As a result of the research, the people 10 years ago tended to strongly criticize the
government. In the background of this age, the condition of the economy had not been
improved because of the collapse of bubble economy, so that the age was called “lost 10
years”. So the letters in those years also has characteristics of this background. In contrast,
the letters in these two years tend to worry about the life and the society in the future. Ten
years ago, people did not afford to worry about the future because it was hard for them to
even make a living. | considered that this difference had occurred because the condition of

Japanese economy was quite improved in this decade.
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