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Summary

The way of multicultural coexistence in Japanese education

With the revision of the Immigration Control Act, the number of foreigners and residents
visiting Japan is increasing year by year. By nationality, while Korean people who occupied
the majority of foreigners in Japan continue to decline with aging, people called Newcomers
from China, South America, South East Asia has been increasing. Therefore, foreign nationals
in Japan are becoming multinational. As a result, the philosophy called multiculturalism is
receiving attention. It is an idea that respects the diversity and aims to create a country where
all people all people can equally participate in society. This philosophy also affects in
educational field. In particular, Japanese education sites face a new problem of education for
Newcomer children who have difficulty of Japanese and different cultural backgrounds. Each
school seeks to find a way of multicultural coexistence.

Multicultural coexistence was originally a philosophy aimed at coexisting with social
minorities such as immigrants, but the expression of this in Japan is ambiguous because of few
foreign residents compared to Western countries. In addition, there is also a tendency for
residents alike to require "assimilation” in the educational setting. Although the main support
for students of Newcomers is Japanese language teaching in school, its curriculum is not
clearly defined. Furthermore, there is a concern that how to fill a gap between social life
language and learning thinking language. In addition, it is said that the role of international
classrooms is not only teaching Japanese and teaching subjects. It is expected to play a variety
of roles such as place of mother tongue or mother culture maintenance, place of residence,
place of intercultural understanding, course determination. The size of the burden on
international classrooms and the fact that their activities have been carried out solely in the
classroom is a problem.

Especially, it can be said that a characteristic of Japanese school culture are criticisms such

as "simultaneous communismism™ and "deprivation of culture in education . These aspects

71



become manifest by the appearance of a heterogeneous existence like newcomer students. The
assimilation pressure and the teacher who does not try to see the linking the problems of
Newcomer students with their culture have made them difficult to see. Because newcomers
Students and their families have various problems such as language, education, and
employment, all of these cannot be handled only by teachers or experts.

Based on these facts, this paper dealt with case of Ichou elementary school. In this school,
there were many opportunities that foreign students and Japanese students were involved not
only in international class but also in regular class. In addition, cooperating with parents,
volunteers and other schools, they were seeking more continuous support in order to realize
the creation of a multi-cultural symbiosis school.

In conclusion, | think that it is necessary for promoting newcomer’s school adaptation to
construct a system in which the entire society supports continually based on the cultural
background of each newcomer student continually. In order to realize that, we should not
regard foreign children's educational problem as those only within school, but as the whole
area where they live. | think that it is necessary for everyone to have an awareness towards
this problem such as thinking as a problem of Japan. This will be the first step towards the
realization of a multicultural coexistence society, which is a philosophy that people with

different cultures recognize the differences of each other, build equal human relations.
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