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Summary

The position of Tabunka-kyosei policy in local government

~A case study of the Higashikatsushika area in Chiba Prefecture~

As the times change, the number of foreign residents have been increasing and their nationalities
are also diversified. Therefore, it come to be necessary to respect people who have different cultural
backgrounds, and to create the society which correspond to it. With the influence of “multiculturalism”
born in abroad, “tabunka-kyosei” is spread in Japan. Tabunka-kyosei is defined as “to live together as
a member of a local community, with people of different nationalities and ethnic groups recognizing
each other’s cultural differences and building an equal relationship.” However, tabunka-kyosei has
been criticized by many researchers. For example, it is pointed out that the tabunka-kyosei is not a
word originated from the socially vulnerable. In this article, a case study if the Higashikatsushika area
in Chiba Prefecture, we consider how the tabunka-kyosei policy is positioned in foreign-related policy.

We focused on the tabunka-kyosei policy of the Kamagaya city and Abiko city. As a result, we
found the following points. First of all, the tabunka-kyosei plan had a lot of problems similar to the
concept of tabunka-kyosei. For example, originally culture is an all-embracing definition. However, it
is likely to be consolidated into the 3F (Foods, Fashions, and Festivals) by relating it to be foreigner.
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And the word “symbiosis” brings an ambiguous image. In that plan, there were many descriptions

about the support for Japanese communication and living in Japan. However, the viewpoint of the

foreign resident as “a member of the society” is weak. Even if the policy for the adaptation to the

Japanese society is advanced, raising the desire to participate in the society has not been achieved.

The tabunka-kyosei policy is a term that should be used in consideration of the "social

participation” of the resident foreigner. However, when we considered the Higashikatsushika region

from the foreign-related policy, there was little regional difference in the effort. Most of these areas

were focused on culture rather than social participation of foreign residents. Tabunka-kyosei contains

the word "culture.” Therefore, it is thought that it is dragged to the word "culture”, and it is used as a

word centering on the culture.

From the above, tabunka-kyosei is a word without contents. It is necessary to carry out the policy

that the resident foreigner can participate as a member of the society whether it expresses the name of

tabunka-kyosei or not. Foreign policy will be important in the future.
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