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Summary

Selection of Maasai

-Impact of Religion and Modernization in Endulen, Tanzania-

Many scholars in different fields have long discussed impacts of development or
modernization on indigenous people. In most of the cases, tribes that have been treated as
minority in the society have suffered unpleasant side effects of development mostly run by a
large international company, government, or international organization such as World Bank
and United Nations. People were chased way their homelands and were unable to remain their
traditional cultures and lifestyles as well. Maasai tribe was also a victim of modernization,
which has caused them to spend their lifestyle only in one place instead of moving around the
area seeking for good grass for grazing like they used to do before.

Maasai practices various traditional customs including wearing of shukaa,
circumcision and other ceremonies. Their social structure is also unique when compared to
western cultures. Those cultures have been continually passed down from one generation to
another without changing its forms. Every one of their cultures including ones mentioned
above makes Maasai as “Maasai”. However, Maasai tribe in Endulen, Tanzania is now in a

challenging face with spread of school education and Christianity. As an effect of those factors,
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some group of people are now seeking for new style of Maasai culture that reflects ideas and
philosophy of Christianity and school education, which has caused separation among villagers.

It was formerly a confrontation between indigenous people and developers who
brings western cultures and modernity to the society. However, as shown above development
toward modernity, or putting distance to their own culture, is now happening inside community
by the people who lives within. To maintain their cultures in traditional way, re-understanding
own culture and discussing which way of modernization the community pursue must be done.
We, as a man who holds own cultures, are all responsible for every action we take in the context

of designing the “ideal society” for everyone.
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