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Summary

An anthropological research about the durability of the activity
in Community-based Japanese language classes

In these days more and more foreigners come to Japan and they even tend to live
long-term. Therefore Japanese language education is necessary for foreigners as residents in
Japan. In this situation, Community-based Japanese language classes organized by citizen
volunteers play an important role. However many researchers pointed that Community-based
Japanese language classes have many challenges. For example, volunteers have little
knowledge about teaching Japanese. Even though Community-based Japanese language
classes include instability in their base of activities, still they go continuously. This research
investigates why Community-based Japanese language classes can continue despite the
challenges in the class.

This research is based on a fieldwork in Community-based Japanese language classes
held in A-city which locates on A’-prefecture in Kanto-area. A research in class C was 7
months long, 2 hours per week and researches in class D to J were one time per each class.

In class, senior aged volunteers who quit their company can realize self-fulfilling by
having roles in class. On the other side, learners can be connected to people, both Japanese
and foreigners. These can be established because the class is held in public facility, e.g.
public hall. Both volunteers and learners find Community-based Japanese language classes as

a place to stay which supply senses of security.
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