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Summary

Disaster prevention function and local revitalization by
“MICHI-NO-EKI”

MICHI-NO-EKI are roadside stations that government designated as rest areas found along
surface streets. The name of MICHI-NO-EKI comes from “station of road” in Japanese. Since
1993, the first station opened, the number of the station has been increasing and it is 1,040
stations as of October 2014.

There are three fundamental functions of MICHI-NO-EKI to achieve local revitalization.
The first is the function of rest area. Needs of comfortable rest areas that can be accessed
from surface streets and places that can make drivers mind relax to support the smooth flow
of traffic among the increasing number of long-distance, less experienced and elderly drivers.
Some stations combine basic facilities-telephones and clean toilets that can be used 24 hours a
day and spacious parking lots with restaurants, parks, hot spring, dog run, hotels lodging
accommodations and other facilities. MICHI-NO-EKI work as rest areas anyone to rest and
relax. The Second one is places as information center. MICHI-NO-EKI play a role as regional
information stations. They have bulletin boards and small libraries that provide highway
information and introduce the region's history, culture, noted products and sightseeing spots.
Also, there are other facilities, areas that offer products for sale. Furthermore, the stations
facilitate information exchange between users about such events as folk entertainment shows,
morning markets and exhibitions and other information. The third one is regional cooperation.
Regions expect for rest area facilities has been highly individualized, prosperous places that
function as regional hubs and that help develop dynamic regions and promote regional
cooperation through the road. Under the stimulus of MICHI-NO-EKI, cities and towns are
coming together and working toward the development of dynamic regions. This not only
involves improving management and raising the level of services by strengthening
inter-station collaborations, but also mutually supplementing functions, making the stations
attractive to users and providing peace of mind.

The purpose of this thesis is to examine what MICHI-NO-EKI have performed as the center
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of local revitalization and the potential of their disaster prevention function at the actual
disaster like the Great East Japan Earthquake. As more than twenty years past, to make use
of these three mature functions, MICHI-NO-EKI have been expected fourth function,
disaster prevention. However, it was local revitalization MICHI-NO-EKI was made for that
their disaster prevention function was insufficient for actual disaster. Meanwhile, the Great
East Japan Earthquake occurred on March 11, 2011. MICHI-NO-EKI in stricken areas have
still worked as rest areas, information provider and regional hubs. Furthermore, taking place
of broken shops, markets were opened in some MICHI-NO-EKI. The benefits and economic
opportunities derived from open markets have led to a significant help for farmers and
people living in disease-affected areas. And the one more function we also need to keep in
mind is that some MICHI-NO-EKI which did not suffer much damage supported
reconstruction of others damaged. Under such a difficult condition, their cooperation was
accidental result of usual connection among them that is because they were established for
local revitalization and so no other disaster prevention base but only MICHI-NO-EKI could
work as a team.

In japan, natural disaster could happen in any area. To prevent and reduce damage from
them, all MICHI-NO-EKI should unite with all the citizens and local to governments prepare
disaster prevention function which suit for their characteristics. And for sustainable
development of their region, MICHI-NO-EKI will be more important as comprehensive

bases.
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