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Summary

The cultural conflicts
in countermeasures against infectious diseases

- From the case of the spread of Ebola fever -

The huge spread of Ebola fever has happened in West African countries from February 2014.
Especially, there have been a lot of victims in the Republic of Liberia, the Republic of Guinea,
and the republic of Sierra Leone. One of the reason we cannot stop the expansion of this
disease is that there is feeling of rejection against the modernistic medical treatment in West
Africa. Another reason is that the native medical treatments in West Africa often seem to be
“wrong” ways to prevent Ebola virus from spread. The aim of this thesis is to discuss the way
to overcome these cultural conflicts.

The main achievement from this thesis is that [ have found medical pluralism in West Africa.
Due to the confused mixture of West European culture and West African culture, it is difficult
for West African people to distinguish their native culture from foreign one. Under such
circumstances, West African people take countermeasures against some diseases flexibly
without deep consideration about their origins. This flexibility is the characteristic point of
medical countermeasures in West Africa.

From this point of view, we should avoid denying their native culture easily. Sometimes it
seems to be “irrational” or “ineffective”. However, bans on their native medical habits narrow
the choices to take countermeasures against Ebola fever. Because of the medical pluralism in
West Africa, the best way to prevent Ebola fever from spread is to keep the varieties of

treatment widely.
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