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Summary

Elimination / Subsumption / Respondency
— Creating an “Existence” for mentally-impaired patients —

On January 20, 2014, Japanese government ratified a Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities, which is an international human rights treaty of the United
Nations intended to protect the rights of persons with disabilities and promote social
inclusion, and this has been taking into action effectively in Japan since February 19, 2014.
Due to the ratification, medical system and social system of mentally-impaired patients have
been changed from the system of hospitalization-based to the system of care outside of
hospital-based. The positon of mentally impaired patients also have been changed from the
patients who can’t reach an appropriate decision to the persons who have basic human rights
both as an individual and a member of society.

The aim of this thesis is to investigate whether the system today is *“subsumption” for
mentally-impaired patients or not. What | found out from the existing literature and interview
involving mentally-impaired patients, families living with them, healthcare professionals and
human service professionals is that the policy of protecting the dignity of mentally-impaired
patients is not effective in many cases, and on the contrary, it means “elimination” of
mentally-impaired patients in some cases exists. In this thesis, | searched about the creation
process of “elimination” and identified it, then considered how we can solve the “elimination”
and change it into “subsumption” through the “respondency” of party in charge.

The paper suggests that “medical services” and “human services”, which both
mentally-impaired patients need for treatment and rehabilitation, should cooperate with each
other. They should also cooperate with “the region”, which exists out of hospital and is
composed of the social system and the consciousness of people. Those processes bring about

flexible society and “subsumption” for mentally-impaired patients. Getting out of hospital
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and transferring the place of mentally-impaired patients’ existence into “region” means that
the world of mentally-impaired patients and the world of common people intercross. There
may be a space where “elimination” and “subsumption” overlap one another more than in
hospital. If we made “subsumption” for mentally-impaired patients there, it would be a
convivial society. The era in which mentally-impaired patients create their existence as
mentally-impaired patients in the society could be brought by cooperation among *“medical

services”, “human services” and “the region”.
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