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Summary

Thoughts of “refugees” living in Japan

-Problems of “refugees” in Japan and their present condition-

In Japan, people who want to be accepted as official refugees, they must access to the
asylum procedure. However, standard of the procedure is too strict to be an official refugee in
Japan. Therefore Japanese government has approved only a few refugees and refugees
support organizations like UNHCR and NGOs has been criticized Japanese asylum procedure
for violating asylum-seekers’ human rights. Asylum-seekers are people that not accepted as
an official refugee nevertheless they have escaped from their own country for protection.
They are what you call unofficial “refugees”.

This writer has been in NGO helping refugees and asylum-seekers and noticed
asylum-seekers being in difficulty. Many of asylum-seekers in Japan do not have residence
qualification or qualification for employment. If Immigration Bureau of Japan detects that, it
will commit asylum-seekers to detention centre. This detention system makes asylum-seekers
“hidden people”. It is because in the detention centre, there are few ways to access people out
of the centre. Even though they could be released from detention, they could not play their
part in Japanese society due to lack of residence qualification or qualification for
employment.

Although asylum-seekers are being excluded from Japanese society as above, it is
important for Japan to accept asylum-seekers because of these two reasons. First, it is decided
in the General Assembly that every country is responsible to international society for
accepting refugees. By accepting asylum-seekers, Japan can fulfill the role. Second,
asylum-seekers have a potential to be high skilled worker because some of them had worked
as executives in their own countries or can speak multi language. Therefore we should find a
way to accept asylum-seekers into Japanese society. Then, what is a cause of Japanese
exclusive policy for foreigners including asylum-seekers? It is xenophobia Japanese people
have. Xenophobia in Japan is caused by lack of chance to interchange between Japanese and

foreigners. The lack of contact lowers interest in foreigners’ problems. People having low
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interest in foreigners tend to have negative feeling of them and avoid contact with them. So
these things cause vicious circle in Japanese society.

In order to cut off this spiral, we Japanese need building inter-personal relationship with
asylum-seekers. Support groups like NGOs and lawyers working on asylum-seekers’ problem
have key to reach that goal. It is because they could offer information of asylum-seekers to
Japanese and help arouse Japanese interest in asylum-seekers. Until today, asylum-seekers
problems are considered dichotomy between asylum-seekers and Immigration Bureau of
Japan. However, we cannot resolve the lack of information and chance to interchange
between Japanese and foreigners by only Immigration Bureau. To add to effort of
Immigration Bureau, we should start building inter-personal relationship with asylum-seekers

taking advantage of the support groups in Japan.
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