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Summary

The anthropologic research on fair-trade coffees in the view of “material”

-On the focus of commodity image in the phase of distribution and retailing-

This paper attempts to clarify the way of effects in which fair-trade coffees and
retail stores have on each other in distribution and retailing phase.

Fair-trade coffees, which are the objects in this research, have relationships to
various actors in the series of process, from their production to consumption. In
this process, it can be stated that each actor gives fair-trade coffees a variety of
backgrounds, for instance images, stories, discourses and so on, and fair-trade
coffees also remind actors relative to them of specific images and stories.

In chapter two, the history of researches of “materiality” in anthropology will be
shown, and after that some of the characteristics in researches of “materiality”

will be raised. In the characteristics of researches of “materiality”, the peculiar of
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“affordance in objects”, which is the notion utilized in analysis in this paper, will

be mentioned in detail.

In chapter three the characteristics of fair trade, its definition, history, system

for example, will be overviewed. Based on these overview, the cause of the issues

in the production of small-scaled products and systematic problems existing

trading process in developing countries as the background of the appearance of

fair trade will be considered.

It will be addressed firstly, in chapter four, how fair-trade coffee propagated

among people in Western countries and in Japan. After that the way where fair

trade as a trading system and fair-trade coffee are introduced on website of their

retailing stores will be compared. In the comparison of four companies, Starbucks

Coffee Japan, AEON Group, KYOWA'S COFFEE, and Ogawa Coffee are chosen as

the subject.

Based on the previous chapter, chapter five will analyze, with “affordance in

objects”, what fair-trade coffees afford to their retailing companies. Throughout
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the analysis, it will be stated that fair-trade coffees have a sort of layered and fluid

affordance to their related actors

Finally, as the conclusion, it will be asserted that the affordances in fair-trade

coffees include the historical problems of production and their actors’ images and

discourses which they want to give fair-trade coffees. Lastly the problem which

fair-trade coffees’ affordances in this paper are merely fragmented and limited

dimensions will be stated, and necessity of the entire and profound analysis

throughout supply chains in fair-trade coffees.
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