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Summary

Possibility of regional development
by Visit Japan Projects.

The prime minister Koizumi declared “Paving the way to tourism nation” and started
Visit Japan Projects in 2003. The government instituted Tourism Nation Promotion Basic Law
in 2007, set up a target that the number of foreign tourists was 10 million at 2010, and Japan
Tourism Agency(JTA) to institute a tourism policy and to do a project specially. JTA specify
twelve countries or areas, Korea, China, Hong Kong, Thailand, Singapore, America, Canada,
England, Germany, France, and Australia, and in those countries advertise a tourist spot of
Japanese and do a market survey. In this thesis it will be clear first what a reason for carrying
out Visit Japan Projects is.

In second chapter, it says that historical change of tourism policies and a detail of
Visit Japan Projects in Japanese government. In addition, the research in this chapter says the
Japanese power of ;:ompeting for tourism with other countries. In result of Visit Japan
Projects, the number of foreign tourists increased to 8,610,000 at 2010 from 5,210,000 at
2003, but that doesn’t achieve the aim, that is 10 million at 2010, and is increasing now. But
the Japanese power of competiﬁg for tourism doesn’t stay in a higher rank in comparison with
other developed countries including Europe, America and so on.

In other side, since decrease in Japanese population, and an aging society with a low
birthrate, the number of young people is‘decreasing in Japan. So, Japanese society in near
future needs a chance that old people is working. Moreover, concentration of population in
urban area and decrease of population in other area comes to be a problem. Since by this
situation, young people working in local area get to decrease, tourism has a possibility to
support and develop those areas, that is, tourism helps development of region.

Therefore, the two aims of carrying out Visit Japan Projects are promotion of foreign

tourists and regional development in Japan.
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Not only a government but also a local self-government institute a tourism policy too.
By paying attention to a local policy of each, Asakusa in Tokyo and Hakone in Kanagawa, the
tourism policy from a government effects to the policy of a local self-government. This
tourism policy from government is to promote that foreign tourists come to Japan and to
develop each region in Japan.

Existence of the connection between government and region about tourism policy is
clear. But in local sightseeing spot, new problems are happening at any time. So it needs that
Japanese government find and solve the new problems quickly. In addition, the system local
region requests about tourism policy to government in leads to reinforcement the connection

of government and region.
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