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Summary

Identity of Japanese backpackers and “freedom”

In Japan, over sea travel which was privilege of limited people formerly, became
famous leisure time activity, after 1964, the year of liberalization of over sea
travel, with economic growth, developing of facilities for travel, and so on, which
many people can choose where to go without reserve. Package tours; a traveling
style in which travel agents arrange the schedule of travel, hotel, and so on for
travelers, contribute to this development and many Japanese use it when they
travel. With the popularization of over sea travel and change in the needs for it,
package tours change its style. At first, the mainstream of it had been
full-package-tour; the tour that all schedules are arranged by travel agents, but
now it has changed to skeleton-tour; the tour in which only Hotels and planes are
arranged, because there was a demand for more free time.

But then, some people didn’t choose these packége tours. They traveled oversea
by backpacking; a traveling style in which the travelers arrange all of the travel
on themselves own. They are called “backpackers”. Most of them have
characteristics of long term traveling, casual style and act of saving money. The -
adventurous image of backpacking reminded Japanese of “Zabsr’; the word which
means journey. Since Japanese has longed for “tabs’ traditionally, backpacking
became popular among Japanese, especially among young. Because of this
popularity, many goods and service for bac-:kpackers has been made and we
become able to enjoy backpacking easier and safer. Package tour and backpacking
can be said to be similar in a certain sense.

However, backpackers distinguish backpacking as “Zabf/’ from package tour
clearly. And the reason they claim is that backpacking is “freedom”. This
“freedom” has many meaning and it works as a factor in backpackers’ realization
of backpacking as “£abs”, since they take “freedom” as attraction which only “¢abs’

hold. “Freedom” can be classified into 4 types. First, it means that they can
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arrange schedules themselves, so that they can realize their will and growth.
Secondly, uncertain situation gives them valuable experience as risk or
unexpected event they can’t experience in their daily life. Thirdly,‘ they can
express their sensibility and feeling as it is. Finally, the bond of human relations
pass away and they can have a lot of casual meeting. These “freedom” are always
compared to daily life, so it méans the state of difference from daily life.

Because many backpackers’ talking makes the image that backpacking is
“freedom”, the characteristic of backpacking and behaviors like backpacker
become a symbol of “freedom”. Backpackers confirm their “freedom” by imitation
of backpacking style. So they can distinguish backpacking as “£abs” from package
tour clearly even if their course is the same as package tour.

That is to say the identity of modern Japanese backpackers is “freedom”. They
freeze their identity of daily life with getting the new identity. And they confirm
the existence of their daily-life-identity by watching it objectively. Japanese

backpackers confirm their existence in daily life from backpacking.
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