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“Secularization” of Islam in the urban area in Egypt

—Consideration from the changes of women’s clothes and veils—

The purposé of this paper is to make clarifying statement about “secularization” of Islam in

. the urban area in Egypt. To consider the issue, this paper deals with Islém as religion, the

modern history of Egypt, the chahges of woman’s clothes and veils, and other thinés related
to Islam or Egypt.

Islam has teachings about not only religious activity, but also every aspect of muslim’s
daily life. Since Islam .is deeply linked to each muslim’s daily life, the phenomena that
represent secularization of Islam are different among each country or each region. This paper
attempts to clarify. what is “secularization” of Islam in modern Egypt by considering the
changes of Egyptian women’s clotheé and veils.

In the urban area in Egypt, there are some types of women’s clothes. Some women wear

| loose-fitting and long-sleeved clothes and wear scarves around their hairs. Some women wear
scarves, but wear tight-fitting clothes. And some women wear short-sleeved clothes and don’t

* wear scarves. The reason which Egyptian women wear various kinds of clothes is that Sharia
is unwritten law and it can be interpreted accofding to the situation. If the interpretation of
some action is depending on thé logic of al-Quran? it is accepted as right action.

Therefo;'e, “secularization” of Islam in Egypt is that each muslim can decide what to do in
the non-religious realms in their daily life such as c]dthes, Even if they look like acting
contrary to rules, they don’t forget religious faith. For exampie‘, some Egyptian women don’t
wear scarves around their hairs, but they don’t run counter to the rule. They only interpret
al-Quran gécording to their condition. |

At present, Islam is spread around the world. Therefore, many people from a variety of
backgrounds profess Islam. Islam is the religion which can be interpreted flexibly. That is the
reason that Islam has continued for a long time. As long as people require Islam, Islarﬁ will

continue with some alterations like examples in modern Béypt.
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