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Summary

Approach of depopulation local revitalization by participation

“Maclzidukuﬁ” of Living in Mérginal village

In Japan, it progfesses that concentration of pbpulation on city and depopulation in
the provinces. In 2007, the Metropolitan are exceeded half of total population. At the same
time, it progresses that birthrate is declining and a proportion of elderly people is growing. In
2005, Japan became the aging society, which has the highest rate of elderly people in the
world.

This ;esearch focuses on "syuraku';, the smallest community in Japan. It has been
increasing “genkai-syuraku”, where people cannot keep function of community such as
self-government or maintaining foundation because of depopulation. The number of
"genkai-syuraku" is abou£ 2,600. In "genkai-syuraku”, the basic industry ié turning downrand
young people are going out. People in “genkai-syuraku” are in this negative chain.

Japan has the historical process of “Machidukuri”. The actors of “Machidukuri” are
diversifying. And the levels are changing from national (Regional Development Project:
RDP) to regional ("Machidukuri" by themselves). "Genkai-syuraku" has a lot of problem sﬁch
as a physical inconvenience and lack of information which is‘ necessary to live well. However,
it will be needed not to depend on public sectors but to challenge its revitalization by
resident’s participation.

In fact, approaches to revitalization by participation have been increasing in
“genkai-syuraku”. These characteristic is rather communication-focused approach than
economic-focused. Its approach stimulates the fun(;tién of the smallest community “syuraku”

“well. People in “syuraku” understand how beautiful their community is by communication

with visitors so that they feel comfortable in their lives.
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