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EXY<Y—

“An analysis of Kayokyoku from words :the thought of Yu Aku and the change of Japanese

society after WWII "

Songwriters have a great influence on sogiety. Yu Aku (1937-2007) is Japanese
songwriter who wrote over 5000 songs in his life. He distinguished *Kayokyoku’ and ‘J-POP",
even though they mean the same music of Japan. As a songwriter, what thought did he
express in his works? By knowing it, we can see what ‘Kayokyoku’ is. Together with it, I will
analyze ‘J-POP’, as mentioned as an opposite of ‘Kayokyoku’ by Yu Aku. Finally, I describe
the reason why ‘Kayokyoku’ declined.

Yu Aku wrote “Kayokyoku™ by the 15 rules he made. He thought that ‘Kayokyoku’
give new viewpoints in life to people. His works were worth because they were no longer
restricted to old society’s sense of value. For example, he tried to draw new image of women
who stand by themselves. Also, he tried to focus on city life and new inventions so that he
could reflect those things to his works. Yu Aku took his work as an entertainment, which give
people to enjoy dramas in the songs.

He criticized J-POP for 3 reasons: 1) In J-POP, there are degradation of Japanese. 2)
In J-POP, most of the songs only mention ‘me or I'. 3) In J-POP, it is difficult to share same
music with other people. However, these criticisms did not tell the truth of J-POP.

His perspective to see ‘Kayokyoku' and ‘J-POP’ is similar to Orientalism,
advocated by Said. He regarded ‘Kayokyoku’ as West and ‘J-POP’ as Orient, and tried to rule
‘J-POP’ as a pioneer. This representation created by Yu Aku can be called “Musical
Orientalism”. However, this idea is not a discourse but a biased idea of evaluation of popular
music. “Musical Orientalism” existed only in Yu Aku’s mind.

The reason why ‘Kayokyoku’ declined was that Yu Aku lost his ability to see the

age and could not give songs that people demanded.
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