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XY=V —

What is “Monogoi”?

—The social position and the actual situation of the beggars —

This paper treats the subject of “Monogoi”’, meaning of “beggar” or “begging” in Japanese.
Beggars are created out all over the world. The purpose of this paper is to fill in the background
of creating beggars and to bring out the social position of them.

“Monogo?” is the act of requesting money and goods for many and unspecified people in
public places. The beggars shake people’s feelings effectively. This causes the conflict and gives
the opportunity of giving the money or goods offer. People offer money and goods to carry away
* the conflict, then can obtain the mental stability.

The begging is one of the “Gift-Exchange” between beggars and people unconcerned.
Beggars show the attitude of subordination, and introduce the hierarchical relationship. This
relationship is strengthened by the offering money and goods. On the other hand, offering them
to beggars means to put a period to the relationship. |

People develop the image of beggars which is patterned by their experiences. People think
that the people have to beg because of poverty when they see the beggars. This image promotes
the omission of the thinking the reason why they are begging. People recognize beggars as poor
and jobless, as if they affixed a label of “Monogoi” on the begging people. And then, they
become “beggars” and they must be rescued and be given money or any goods. The customs of
the society and religion help to create the patterned image.

People have two kinds of attitude towards beggars: acceptance and distaste. People accept
those who have a desire to work but have no capacity to work because of handicapped or old age.
People think these people need support to live. On the other hand, people have distaste for the
beggars who are capable of working. People also dislike the people who buy the drugs or alcohol
using the money gathered by begging. These people are thought to be lazy.

Some people think beggars are lazy, and we don’t have to help them. Others think beggars
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cannot work, and we have to help them. Beggars are living a life between acceptance and
distaste.

Begging is the last skill to live a life for the people .who cannot earn money by working,
Begging functions as an apparatus for relief for the socially vulnerable. It has been allowed for
those who cannot work to beg on a tacit understanding. However, the lazy people turned to be
beggars because they can get enough money easily. And begging became the main resources of
criminal organizations. In addition, with the rapid progress of globalization, begging is also
getting global. People go to begging across the border, and victims of trafficking in humans are
brought to the other countries.

This situation makes people think that beggars are lazy and capable of working. People
who accept the beggars will turn to think beggars are lazy. This thinking deprives the people
who cannot work of the opportunities of living. It is not only the problem of individuals but
social problem. We should not switch the focus of argument of beggars. We have to solve the

fundamental backgrounds of creating the beggars.
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