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Current situation and issues

in educational development of Kenya

Education is now that recognized as one of the most important
subject of the development issue. Today, the achievement of
«Education for All: EFA” is the global goal. One of the goals that it
holds is that ensuring by 2015 that all children, particularly girls,
children in difficult circumstances and those belonging to ethnic
minorities, have access to and cox;lplete free and compulsory primary
education of good quality.

In 2004, the author had an experience of volunteering at a preschool
placed in the slum of Kenya. The school was run by Japanese man who
had been struggling for Kenyan children’s education over 30 years.
The people living in the slum had almost nothing to eat everyday. The
author taught children alphabets and numbers. Then, there was a
question that how the things she taught turn out in the children’s life.
They have almost nothing to eat, in such a situation, how much does
education mean. Today, right to learn is said to be one of the basic
human right. If it is such an important right, it should be concern

about the difference of life, culture and society. Then it should
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contribute to the real role of education. However, unified western
education is tried to spread under the name of the basic human right.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to reveal how differences of
the cultures and societies had accepted western education.
Furthermore, this paper will suggest the way to accept western
education hereafter.

Traditional education and Islamic education is spotted to deliberate
the difference of the cultures and societies. Those education were
existed before colonial ages. They were strongly adhered to its
societies. Moreover, Harambee schools will be spotted to see how
western education is accepted (or not accepted) in to Kenya.

In chapter 2, the meaning of western education to Kenyan
government and Kenyan nation is revealed. Besides, the history of
how western education came into Kenya is shown.

In chapter 3, spotting on the relationships of the society and the
education, how western education is accepted (or not accepted) into
traditional education, Islamic education and Harambee shools is
shown.

In chapter 4, over the consideration of chapter 2 and 3, how the
differences of the societies and cultures should accept or integrate

western education is revealed.
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