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The purpose of this thesis is to analyze and develop the way the internal policies
and the legislation exert influence on the coexistent relations between indigenous peoples in
the modern states.

From the beginning of 1980s, the discussion about the rights of the indigenous peoples
became the issue in the international society, as the public came to know and understand
their historical background, which they have been deprived their lands, losing their
traditional life styles, and destroyed community systems under the control of invaders. In the
discussion, they focused on the right of former inhabitants in terms of political
self-determination, repossession of the lands and recovery of their traditions.

Now the working group of indigenous populations (WGIP) arranges “Universal
Declaration on Indigenous Rights”.  The declaration will be adopted at the UN general
assembly in 2004.

The series of these events shows a contradiction of the system of modern nation-state.
It reveals that it must be difficult for several groups who have different cultural and ethnic
backgrounds to coexist in harmony within modern nation system.

In the case of Japan, the AINU people are known as indigenous people who
mainly inhabit in Hokkaido district. Affected by such an international trend, a new act was
established in Japan, which called “AINU Shinpou” in 1997. It aims at promoting and
popularizing of traditions and culture of the AINU among Japanese citizens. However the
act is criticized by the AINU people, some scholars, advocates of human rights.

Therefore, taking this act for instant, this thesis examine the effect of the domestic
policies and the laws of the concerned states for indigenous peoples, the concerned
governments, district officers who are in charge of dealing with the issue of indigenous

peoples, mainly from a standpoint of anthropology.
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