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Activities 3.3 Mind the gap!
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G: Let’s speak about this exercise. Did you read it?
S: Yes.
G: Okay. NVhat are we supposed to dof?

S: We have to speak about these people and ummm justify our position ... you know our decision ... our

decisions about actions in ummm the past.

G: fNo. I think not just the past. We have to imagine our situation now. We have to give our opinions now. l

S: So, for example, lI choose Smit because he need it. No ... it’s a condition. I would give Smit ... I would
choose s/mit because he need the money. Right. I WOULD give ‘

G: Needs it].
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S: Yes, because he need it.

G: [Yes, but no. He needs. ‘s’, you forgot ‘s’. He needs.|

S: Did I? [Let me listen the tape. (Listens to the tape.)|[Yes ... yes. He needs. I have problem with ‘s,

control ... your talking?

G: It’s a big problem. I still must remember ‘had had’. But we try.

S: Yes, we try. But I don’t know.

G: We don’t try ... you know we don’t get better. We don’t improve. We must practise to change old ways.

S: Okay. Maybe good idea to listen to tape after we each talk.

Activities 3.4 Designing portfolio work for self- and peer-assessment
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raditional
Measures student’s ability at one time

Done by teacher alone; student often unaware of

criteria

Conducted outside instruction

Assigns student a grade

Does not capture the range of student’s language
ability

Does not include the teacher’s knowledge of

student as a learner

Does not give student responsibility

Portfolio
Measures student’s ability over time

Done by teacher and student; student aware of

criteria
Embedded in instruction
Involves student in own assessment

Captures many facets of language learning

performance

Allows for expression of teacher’'s knowledge of

student as learner

Student learns how to take responsibility
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