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John Venn and Venn Diagrams

Kouji HASHIMOTO

In what way did John Venn think a Venn diagram represented the world?
There are at least three different answers. First, he may have thought that
a Venn diagram represented the world in the same way as a sentence in
our ordinary language did it. In this case, a Venn diagram is an arbitrary
device to represent the world. Secondly, he may have thought that a Venn
diagram represented the world in the same way as an Euler diagram did it.
In this case, a Venn diagram is a picture of the world. Thirdly, he may have
thought that a Venn diagram represented the world pictorially, but in a way
that is different from Euler diagrams. It is impossible to determine which
answer correctly captures his real thought because each of the answers is
suggested in his Symbolic Logic.



