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A Philosophical Examination of Truth-Tables (VII)

Kouji HASHIMOTO

Wittgenstein’s Tractatus suggests a completely new theory concerning complex sentences.
However I cannot accept the theory for three reasons. (1) If the theory is right, then any
complex or atomic sentence whose meaning is determined by the theory fails to express the
theory itself, which means that the theory does not capture the semantics of our ordinary
language which does express the theory. (2) According to the theory, there is no semantic
difference among contradictory sentences; for example, the meaning of “pA~p” is the same

“_» “_»

as the meaning of “qa~q” even if “p” is not equivalent to “q”. It also cannot discriminate
between nonsensical and contradictory sentences semantically. (3) The main thesis of the
theory is that a complex sentence is a picture of one or more possible worlds. But it is simply

impossible for something to be a picture of plural possible worlds.
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