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Ramsey’s Redundancy Theory of Truth

Kouji HASHIMOTO

What is truth? A substantial theorist’s answer is that it is a substantial property such as
correspondence, coherence, or utility. As opposed to this, Frank Plumpton Ramsey, the inventor
of the redundancy theory of truth, claims that there isn’t such property as truth. In this paper, I
examine which theory is more plausible. Before the examination, I make two distinctions. One
is the distinction between the truth of a proposition as a metaphysical entity and the truth of a
belief. The other is the distinction between the ontological investigation and the linguistic
investigation. In the ontological investigation, naturalistic phenomena are analyzed and
something like the property of truth may be found or not. In the linguistic investigation, what
the predicate ‘is true’ means in our ordinary linguistic practice is inquired. Thus each of the
following four distinct dimensions should be taken into account:

000 On the truth of a proposition, in the ontological investigation,
000 On the truth of a proposition, in the linguistic investigation,
000 On the truth of a belief, in the ontological investigation,
OO0 On the truth of a belief, in the linguistic investigation.

The conclusion is as follows. With regard td101[] the redundancy theory is more plausible than
the substantial theory, but with regard tdJO0OO0 anddO0 the substantial theory is more
plausible. However, concerningJ[00and]00 the minimal theory advocated by Paul Horwich is
on a par with the substantial theory. Although the minimal theory claims that there exists the
property of truth, it is not a substantial property but a non-substantial, ‘logical’ property.
Therefore, the minimal theory can be considered to be a version of redundancy theory of truth.



